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GRANDMOTHER ILOVELESS

A few incidents in the life of Matilda 5, Loveiess wherein she

remembers :
Joseph sSmith the Prophet in the city of Nauvoo, where she lived

8ix years. gister Matilda Joveless says.

‘ I am the daughter of James and Cynthia McGlellan, I was born in Nash-
ville Tennesee, December 15, 1829. My parents moved to Nauveo in 1840,

the year I was eleven years old, there, the lost their eight cows and ather

very valuable property. The first winter we suffered very much from want
and sickness, still we did not murmur, but were thankful we had gathered
with the Saints in the beautiful city of Nauvoo. My parents were féry
industrious and through the blessings of God we were soon in comfo:tablo
circumstances again, I can remember very distinctly the appearance of
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, Joseph always used a black horse and Hyrum a
white one, whenever riding on horse back.
I often saw Joseph and his wife, Bmma, at meetings, out walking or

riding in their carriage with Porter Rockwell as coachman on their way to -
Jogeph's farm, passing by our house. The farm of Joseph's was superintemd- -«

ws by a man whose name was Lott.
I always attended Sunday School in the morning and meeting in the
afternoon in a grove near the Nauvoo Temple. Joseph was usually present.

.My happiest childhood remembrances are those spent in Sunday School and

many Scriptual passages I learned at that time., I remember often seeing
Emma Smith singing in the choir. ,

At one time while attending meeting it was raining very hard. I
was holding an umbrella and it seemed that Joseph had been absent a

‘few meetings and at this time was speaking very powerfully and everybody

was so0 interested that they did not notice the storm.

At One time Joseph was taken to Carthage for treason and on his re-
lease Emma and many of the brethren and sisters left Nauvoo on horse-back
to go and meet Joseph on his return, Joseph came in a carriage, while I,

' together with mamy other children were very much interested in the return

of our prophet and great rejoicings were among the people. The feelings
of the people when Joseph returned after having been arrested cannot be

described for it was heavenly. Down on the flat, south from the City of
Nauvoo, I have often seen the brethren drill and Joseph taking the lead.

I can remember Zmma being present at these military drills.

How well I can remember being very pleased when my mother would let
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‘me take the dinner to father while he worked on the Nauvoo Temple. I
seemed to understand the importance and holiness of that building and
father was always so pleased to have the children come with his dinner and
would tell us about the Temple of God he was assisting to build. Being

a blacksmith, he had a shop near by where he worked when necessary and

then all kinds of labor. I can remember my father coming home in the night
(having been on guard) to make bullets in our fireplace. In those days we
were always in dread of the Mobs, Father occasionally wore a red coat and
we children spoke of father as belonging to the red coat company. I was
prese¢nt when the capstone was placed on the Nauvoo temple and I remember

the rejoicing'of‘the people, also the song that was composed for the occ-

‘. asion. In those days we children would work and do anything so as to have

the priveledge of meeting in the gathering of the Saints, our very soul:

' was enthused over the Gospel, we delighted in understanding all that was

said and done in the Church. _
I was present at the dedication of the Nauvoo Temple, the day my brother

William and my parents received their endowments; on their return hone,
how happy they were over receiving these hlessings and they spoke to me
about having my endowments, but I said "No", I will wait until I am
married, which I did. I was present and heard Joseph speak to the Indians
‘on the lawn by the o0ld white house, right across the street from the

j'Mansion House. Many Indians were seated around, others standing, many of
the people of Nauvoo were present. I have many times drank water from the

”well at Carthage jail where Joseph lay when the man wanted to strike his

~ - head off and was prevented from doing so by the light from heaven. My
" father owned a farm beyond Carthage, so we would stop and get a drink

from this well when going to our farm, as the water was very cool and
fresh, but we never drank there after the prophets death.

The last time I saw Joseph was the day he delivered his last public
address when he said "I call upon God and Angeles to witness that I have

~unsheathed my sword with a firm and unalterable determination that_the

people shall have thier loyal rights and shall be protet¢ted from mobs,
violence or my blood shall be spilt upon the ground like water and my body
consigned to the silent tomb."™ I can remember so well that day, it looked
80 cloudy and as though it would storm, so my mother sent me to my father
with his coat. I remember so well the scene and how attentive my father
was with the remarks of Joseph, so I listened and became equally so. The
The day that word came Joseph and Hyrum were killed I shall never forget
as there was much confusion among the people. A number of we children



ran to the cornfield and prayed for the safety of our parents. I saw
the murdered bodies of Joseph and Hyrum laying in state in the Mansion
House. I saw the coat and other clothing Joseph and Hyrum wore when
killed, also the pillow that Hyrum's head rested on and the stains from
the wound on his face. Even now I can not think of that sight but with
the most terrible feelings. I was present at the meeting held in the :
grove when Brigham stood up and spoke with the voice of Joseph and his ;
people sustained Brigham Young as their leader. The feeling that thrilled
my soul gave me a testimony of the truth of this Gospel that has never
left me and has sustained me through many trials, for I learned then,

and know God is leading this Church and this testimony I can bear to ;
the whole world if needs be. . ) -
We moved with the Saints to Council Bluffs, where I was married to j

James W. Loveless in 1847. I attended the party that was given to the
Morman Batallion and danced there for the first time. I had two children
before crossing the plains, arriving in Utah in 1851. '
Sister Loveless was the mother of ten children, two sons and N
eight daughters. Her grandchildren are 66, her great grand children d
56, her great great grand children are 3, her living descendants of :
to~day are 111. She joimed the relief society in 1868 and was an i
efficient worker, E
Compiled by Zella Farrer, Provo Utah, Oct. 20
1909
(Matilda B. Loveless after passing through all the hardships of pioneer
life, died March 1st, 1909 in Provo Utah, faithful to her convictions.)
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1t ﬁp my desire to give you a short genealoglcal sketch
of the Loveless Tamily. I wili endeavor to meke this as brief
as noasinle and will 1ncludﬂ.as the main subjects the lives
of my father, James Y. Loveless and going back far enough to
1A§lude a partiai sketeh of His father, John Loveless, and
nis wife, Hahala inderson Loveless, wic are my grand-parents,
end Joseph Loveless and Dorothy Rogers Loveless, wio are my
great grand-parents and John Loveless and Rachel ¥ﬁn fock
loveless who are my gre«t great prand-parents.

We find that John Loveless.who was my great great grand-
father aad tﬁa fnt{ar of Josanh Loveless, came To thils country
fro. En zland in about the year 1770 as near as we can £ind outbe
After arriving here he parried Rachel Van Rock, a native of
Kentucky, she being the mother ol Joseph Loveless, wao 1is men-
tioned later. | SR

Joseph Loveless my great grand-father was born lHarch 3,
1778 in iaysville, Kentucky.- He married Dorothy Rogers, who
was a daughter of Jnsephland ¥atherine Rogers, and aﬁe was
born in East Tennessee on February 25, 1787. Her father Joseph
Rogers was a native of Ireland.Her mother Xatherine Roger!
maiden name was Fuank, and she wus & native of Germany.

John Loveless, my grand-father was born June 24, 1807
in Ross County, Caldrean wanship, State of Ohio, mon of Joseph
and Durcthy'invaless. Un ta eizshteen years of age, he lived
and worked with his father on a farm. On January 25, 1826 he
was married to liahal ﬂnuﬂ son, daughter of James and Pricilla

.~ Anderson, who were both natives of Virginia. 3Iahala was torn
in  Hampshin County, Virginis, Ausust 25, 1804. Their first
ehild was & daughter, bora July 5, 1827 in Farifield Couaty of
Perry, Ohle. Thelr aecond cilld, a son Jﬂzéa e Loveless wns
born Decesber 23, 1228 in rﬁ;;fiﬂld, Ohig in all, nine enildyren

ware born to John and Mahanla Ioveless. In 1829 they mowved f>em

L]
- Qhio to Fountain County, Indiana. Cn the ‘Vabash River, nsar
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Altica and 1oca£ed on & farﬁxand continued farming as they did
in‘Ohio.' He was considered iﬁ those days as a.(well to do) farm~
er. N

on July 4, 1831, two i‘ormon Elders, Simeon Carterngﬁﬁ

Solomon Bancock came to their place. On July 5 he 1istenéﬁ'to>

~ them on one of their.sefmons and on the 7th Wés'béptized in the

church bj Solomon Hancock and confirmed by Simeoﬁ Carter. The
elders remainéd, preaching for four or five days, and built uﬁ'#
branch of some thifty members. John Loveless was ordained‘a
teacher and in three wecks Thomes B. Harsh and Seley J. Griffin
came and ordained him a priest. Later oﬁ he presided over several
braﬁches of the church in Indisna, After that time he went on a
missioh in company with othef elders to Ohio in thé,year 1830.

He returned and presided over the branch uatil 1t was moved to
Jackson County, Missourl. A few dnyé after the pfinting press
h#d been torn‘aown,.and é gréatjstate of excitenent prevailed

with the Saints of Jackson County,‘&isgouri. In the fall of

1838 the moh arose and they were expelled from the statec of

Missourio ' They were.conpelled to sign over all of their property

by force of arms.. In the spring‘of 1844 he went on another mis-

-gion to the state of Ohlo. 'He.returnedffrom this mission to

Nauvoo on the 29th of June‘énd fbund the murdered bodles of thei
prophét and patriafch. | ) | )
After witnessing and experiencing all tne hardships énd
troubles of the saints from the time of the mqrdefing of the
provhet up to the 21st of'ﬁay 1851, on which date they crossed

the iissouri River and he began his long trip across the plains - -

for Salt Lake City, which place he reached on Septembervls,,185lo

Soon after his arrival in Salt Lake Clty, he was counciled =

to settle in Provo City, and on the 14th day of October 1851 he =
unloaded all his belongiﬁgé in this eity. He then built him a

house and again went to farming, he continued here}until January

30, 1853 when he moved to Salt Lake County, on Viest Jordan, he
again bullt a home and still kept farming. After residing at

Tlest Jordan for two years he moved to Payson and bullt a fine home

..
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théistatc of Hissouri and that they had left there on the 2ls£
dayﬁbf E£y 1851, The mob took everything the saints had, end burn-
ed everything that would burne. Thelr crops winich they hed

planted in the s;riné nad matured and had not been molosted,
however; and when my father rebturned he harveéted the crop. e

Y&

11ved on that the following winter. His brother-in-law, We Be

oy

Hééﬁ and wife, got ready to cross the plains‘for Utah, They
: aucééeded in getting btvo new wagons and with what they gathered
up zade up two wmore wagons and left in the spring 1852 v th ail
their belongingsand arrived in Salt Laké City, September 3, 1852.
My cother and her sister cach driving a yoke of cows,-drawing
a vagon acféss the plains, there being four wagons in our party,
the wagons wére loaded so heavy that my mother was compelled to
walk the entlire distance. Vhen they reached Salt Lake City, they
were counseled to 5o to Provo the hely sctile that sectio., the
saze as ny grandfathcr John Loveless was counseled to do ong year
cayiicre. 4Affe:r arriving ia Provo James ¥, Loveless and hils
fomily took u2 land and started farming as a'means‘of a liveli-
hood. Ais soo: as they could thoy built them a little home and
-started for thelr first tlme Lo have peace and happiness, such
as they'had not enjoyed before.s Ag the Saints and seitlers -
becan to enjoy thelr freedom in this section the: began to have
considerable trouble around thelr different settleoments froa the
Indlans, which gave then quiie a bit of trouble aliost continpus.
Tney were forced to be on the looﬁout for the Indians all the tine
and bullt forts so they could protect themselves. |
My father Jomes Ve Loveless took ana ctive part in the
alker and Blackhawk Yars, he was a member of the territorial
rilitia in which he held the rank of major. Ille was also,_é nember
of the Blseck lawk War Veberans ﬁssociation. Luring the time‘
ne was aessisting his people in guasrding themselves against the
Indiana, he was also doing his pard- in corryl gz out pudlic affaidbs.
Althousih i was a sucecssful fa?mér, he becumse a promincnt'man in
publlic 1life. He was road supérviuor for a great number of years

IIis assislants were Chiarles 'iller and Abrahi: Ce Conovere lio
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occupled a - geat in the City Council for a number of yesrs. IHe

vy

b .?i:f‘-.:.‘:m Couricilmen €uri., ooe years of 1G4 and 1845 under
Willinn "; : y e o e .

=2 - filler as Layor. In the years 1866 and 18067 he was
one of - o : £is I ’ Ly -

the aldermen under Willlsam Miller as laycr. He was also

ong of, /', K s LTS g o

“-*f the councillors during tho yenras 1874-T4-75-T2=-T78~T79~30

ang, L1881 under Abraham 0. Smwoot who was then layor., As soon as

= o .
- F—<¢ rpoached Provo he made his heme in the Second Viard and become

;;E.{;éiuicﬂted with the managaent of the ¥ard in the yEEr'ISEQ. He was
fj;,cnc of tht councelors o tho Dishop fronm 1350 to 1874. He was
‘i; ordnincd as the bishop of that ward in the year 1874 which
rosition he held until his ﬂeaéL in the year 1888, '

tiy father believed firmiy in the doctrines and teachlngs
of his church, especially the doctrine of polysawmy, and in
accordance with thet belief married thr:-e woumen and reoared &

fanily of thirty-six children, many of whom are well snd favorably

known in Utah Countye.

, Trﬁﬁb1; again in the for.: of the ;ﬂmunds Tuckers Law

eamé on the éﬁiﬁté, and m} fu%her'was arrested on a Utsh Gentral
Reilroad train, charged with unlwaful cohrbation. On Thursdeay
the 3th of Julyrlﬁﬂﬁ, was found guilty by a jury on September
22, 13656. On October the Eiﬂﬁ 1886 wans sentenced to aif months &
inprisonment in the State Peniteniiary and a fine of three hundred
dollars and costs, ¥hich amounted to nearly six hundred dollars
fine. Ly father at that time to ralsc this amount had to sell
his ten acre farm in the P, Flold and a team of mules. W

¥y father was a very proud man and to be clossly confined
in the State Penitentiary and to ﬁe compelled to waa; the stripes
and take off his o'mn underwear énd wear what they substitﬁted
seered to worry him terribly, £§ fell away rapidly and when he
was released on Sundey the 20th of March 1887 he was by no means
the healtny lookin: man hie was vhen he entered. HBe seemed to
fall from then on and in less than a year he wos stricken with =
atroke and di:a:l, ¥ay 7, 1888, at tl-"!e age of sixty yenrs.

(Given by Deseret Lavalcga Gray. Daughter of Janes

s Loveoless end intilds leClellan Loveless)
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