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GRAND.MOTHER LOVELESS 
A few incidents in the life Of· Matilda~. Loveless wherein she 

remembers Joseph Smith the Prophet 
in the City of Nauvoo, where she lived 

six years. Sister Matilda Loveless says. 
I am the daughter of James and Cynthia McClellan, I was born in Nash

ville Tennesee, December 15, 1829. My parents moved to Nauvoo in.1840, 

the year I was eleven years old, there, the lost their eight cows i!uid other 
very valuable property. The first winter we suffered very much from want 
and sickness, still we did not mu~ur, but were thankful we had gathered 
with th~ Saints in the beautiful city of Nauvoo. My parents were v~ry 
industrious and through the blessings of God we were soon in comfortable 
circumstances again. I can remember very distinctly the appearance ot 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith. Joseph always used a black horse and Hyrum a 
white one, whenever riding on horse back. 

I often saw Joseph and his wife, Emma, at meetings, out walking or 
riding in their carriage with Porter Rockwell as coachman on their way to 
Joseph's farm, passing by our house. The farm of Joseph1 s was superintend
ws by a man whose name was Lott. 

I always attended Sunday School in the morning and meeting in the 
afternoon in a grove near the Nauvoo Temple. Joseph was usually present • 

. My happiest childhood remembrances are those spent in Sunday school and 
many Scriptual passages I learned at that time. I remember often seeing 
Emma smith singing in the choir. 

At one time while attending meeting it was raining very hard. I 
{·'~· was holding an umbrella and it seemed that Joseph had been absent a 

/ 

~few meetings and at this ·time was speaking very power.fully and everybody 
was so interested that they did not notice the storm. 

At dne time Joseph was taken to Carthage for treason and on his re
lease Emma and many of the brethren and sisters left Nauvoo on horse-back 
~o go and meet Josep~ on his return. Joseph came in a carriage, while I, 

·together with man;, other children were very much interested in the return 
of our prophet and great rejoicings were among the people. The feelings 
of the people when Joseph returned after having been arrested cannot be 
described for it was heavenly. Down on the flat, south from the City of 
Nauvoo, I have often seen the brethren drill and Joseph taking the lead. 
I can remember ~a being present at these military dr111s. 

How well I can.remember being very pleased when my mother would let 
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me take the dinner to father while he worked on the Nauvoo Temple. I 
seemed to understand the importance and holiness of that building and 
father was always so pleased to have the children come with his dinner and 
would tell us about the Temple of God he was assisting to build. Being 
a blacksmith, he had a shop near by where he worked when necessary and 
then all kinds of labor. I can remember my father coming home in the night 
(having been on guard) to make bullets in our fireplace. In tb.ose days we 
were always in dread of the Mobs. Father occasionally wore a red coat and 
we children spoke of father as belonging to the red coat company. I was 
preSi!nt when the capstone was placed on the Nauvoo temple and I remember 
the rejoicing of ·the people, also the song that was composed for the.occ
asion. In those days we children would work and do anything so as to have 
the priveledge of meeting in the gathering of the Saints, our very soul} . 

. was enthused over the Gospel, we delighted in understanding all that was 
said and done in the Church. 

I was present at the dedication of the .Nauvoo Temple, the day my brother 

William and my parents received their endowments; on their return home, 
how happy they were over receiving these blessings and they spoke to me 
about having my endowments, but I said "No", I will wait until I am 

:~ •arried, which I did. I was present and heard Joseph speak to the Indians 
f.:· on the lawn by the old white house, rig~.t across the street from the 
· · Mansion House. Many Indians were seated around, others standing, many of 

the people of Nauvoo were present. I have many times drank water from the 
well at Carthage jail where Joseph lay when the man wanted to strike his 

· · head off and was prevented from doing so by the light from heaven. My 
father owned a farm beyond Carthage, so we would stop and get a drink 
·rrom this well when going to our farm, as the water was very cool and 
fresh, but we never drank there after the prophets death. 

The last time I saw Joseph was the day ha delivered his last public 
address when he said "I call upon God and Angeles to witness that I have 

··-.'unsheathed my sword with a firm and unalterable determination that. the 
people shall have thier loyal riehts and shall be protected from mobs, 
violence or my blood shall be spilt upon the ground like water and my body 
consigned to the silent tomb." I can remember so well that day, it looked 
so cloudy and as though it would storm, so my mother sent me to my father 
with his coat. I remember so well the scene and how attentive my father 
was with the remarks of Joseph, so I listened and became equally so. The 
The day that word came.Joseph and Hyrum were killed I shall never forget 
as there was much confusion among the people. A number of we children 
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ran to the ... cornfield and prayed for the safety of our parents. I saw 
the murdered bodies of Jo~eph and Hyrum laying in state in the Mansion 
House. I saw the coat and other clothing Joseph and Hyrum wore when 
killed, also the pillow that Hyrum•s head rested on and the stains from 
the wound on his face. Even now I can not think of that sight but with 
the most terrible feelings. I was present at the meeting held in the 
grove when Brigham stood up and spoke with the voice of Joseph and his 
people sustained Brigham Young as their leader. The feeling that thrilled 
my soul gave me a testimony of the truth of this Gospel that has never 
left me and has sustained me through many trials, for I learned then. 
and know God is leading this Church and this testimony I can bear to 
the whole world if needs be. 

W& moved with the Saints to council Bluffs, where I was married to 
James w. Loveless in 1847. I attended the party that was given to the 
Morman Batallion and danced there for the first time. I had two children 
before crossing the plains, arriving in Utah in 1851. 

Sister Loveless was the mother of ten children, two sons and 
eight daughters. Her grandchildren are 66, her great grand children ' 
56, her great great grand children are 3, her living descendants of 
to-day are 111. She joined ths relief society in 1868 and was an i 
efficient worker, 

Compiled by Zella Farrer, Provo Utah, Oct. 20 
1909 

(Matilda E. Loveless after passing through all the hardships of pioneer 
life, died March lat, 1909 in Provo Utah, faithful to her convictions.) 
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It is my desire t o gi ·ve y ou a shor t s cmeal o;ical s :.~ctch 

of the ·Lo,1eless fn:riily. I · wil l endea vor to :na.ke t h is a s brief 

c.s possible, and wi l l i 11clude . as the main subj:.eet3 t he lives 

-~~· rr.y f'ather, James \'/. Loveless and r;oing back f'ar enOU[;h to 

include a partia l ske tch of his fnther, John Lovel ess, and 

hi s wife, :;1ahala A..."1dcr•son Lovelcs s, who are ny grand- parents, 

and Joseph Lovel ess ·and Dorothy Rogers Loveless, wh o are ny 

great £,;rand-parents and John Loveless and Rachel Van Rock 

Loveless who a:·c my gre~·t great grand- parents. 

We .find that JohJ1 Lovele s s -wh o was rrr<J great great g1~and

fat;hc1~ a.D.d ~l~~ . ~ather ~f Joseph L?vc l e ss, c n!'..1e t o t !1is country 

fro:.: England in a :)out the year 1770 a~ ne ur as we can find out • 

.l\f'ter arriving here he parried Rachel Va .:i Rock, a native of . 

Kentucky, she being the r~other of Joseph Loveless, who is !:len-

tioned later. ·:; . 

Joseph Loveless my _great grand- fa ther was b orn £;ia rch 3, 

1778 in Maysvill e, Kentucky. - He married Do:eothy Rosers , who 

was a dau,?;llter of Joseph o.nd Katherine Rogers, and she was 

born in East Te rr.-iessee on February 25 , 178 7. Her father Joseph 

Rogers W8..s a native of Irela"1d.H0r nether Katherine Roger ' 

~aiden na";'le was Funk, a nd she wus a native of Gcrmnr1y. 

John Loveless , ny grand-father was born June 24 , 1807 

i n Ross County, Caldrcan To·Nnship, State of Ohio, Eon of Jo seph 

and Dorot hy Loveless. Up t0 ejGllteel.L ye.ar·s of age, he lived 

and vrnrked ·.Yith his father on a farn . On January 25, 1826 h e · 

was =:nrried t o ~}aha.l .Anderson, dau~hter of Ja::1es and Pricilla 

. , Anderson,. who were both natives of Virginia . 11ahala was born 

in · liaCTpshin County, Virginia, AUG-US t 26 , 1804. Their first 

child w:'.s a dauc;ht er, b or n July 5, 18 27 in Farifield Cow1ty of' 

Perry , 0r1io. 'i'heir second child , ~ s on J a:J.es \'.'. Loveles s \"i n s 
I 

born Dec ~:;.ocr 1° '1 8 . .,.... \ "= "1 ld . . . l l i . d cuJ J..n .i'f~:-:r 1 e , Oni~ i n a ...., n ne cni l :;:•en 

Wfl !'a born t o John und Lfahnla Lovcle ~rn. I :!l 1829 they ;::ov~:l f::'c::i. 

, Ohio to Fountain County• IndLmo.. Gn t he Wabash Hi vcr • near 
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" Altica nnd located on a. farm·~nnd continued farming .as they did 
\ 

in Ohio. He was cons·idered iri those days as a (well to do). £arm-

er. 

On July 4, 1831, two i;!ormon Elders, Simeon Carter a.rid. 
:1. .... 
•:~ 

Solomon Hancock came to their place. On July 5 he listened to 

them on one of their ser:i1ons and. on tne 7th was baptized in the 

church by Solomon Hancock and con.firmed by Simeon Carter. The 

elders rewained# preaching for four or five days, and built up a 

branch of some thirty members. John Loyeless •was ordai~~d a 

teacher P..nd in three weeks ~nome.s B. Marsh and Seley J. Gri.ffin 

came nnd ordnined him a priest. Later on pe presided over several 

branches of the church in India.nao After that tL-ne he went on a 

mission in company with other elders to Ohio 1n the _year 1830. 

He returned and presided over the bruncl1. until it was rnoved to 

Jackson County• l!is~oui"Ji. A few da.ys after the printing pr~ss 

had been torn ·aown1 .and a great stute of excite!!.1c1i~ _preva:tled 

with the Saints of Jackson County~ r~Iis~oll:l"li. In the fnll 0£ 

1838 the rnoh arose and they were expelled from the stp.tc o:f 

Mis.souri_ o · They Jfere . compelled to sign over all of theiI, property 

b~r f'orce of. arms o· In the spr:i:,ng o-r 1844 he went . on another mis

·sion to tt.:.e state or· Ohio. He ret-µrned ·from this ·mission to 

Nauvoo on the 29th or June and found the murdered bodies of the : 

prophet ·and pat:r'iarch. 

After witnessing and expe1-iiencing all the hardships and 

troubles of the saints from the time or the ~dering of the 

prophet up tq the 21st of llay 1851,· on which date they crosseq 

the Missouri River and he began his long trip across the plains -

for Salt Luke city~ which place he reached on September 15, _185lo 
. . 

Soon after his arrival in Salt Lake City, he was counciled· 

to settle in Provo.City, and·on the 14th day of October 1851 he 

unloaded all.his belongines in this city. He then built him a 

house 9.nd again went to farming, he continued here until January 

30, 1853 when he moved to Salt Lake County, on West Jordan, he 

again built a ho:le and still kept fai•minB• Ai'ter residinc at 

ryest Jordan for two years he moved to Pays~n and built a fine _home 
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the". stutc of' 1:!1s~ouri and that they had left the1'e on the 2lot 
... 

dny ~;of ,1~ay 1851. ~~lle mob took everything tho . saints hnd1 nnd burn-

ed evo1-.ythinG that would bui"ln.. Their crops vmich they ho.d 

plc1ntcd in the s;~ri~1g hnd rm.l.turcd. f.tnd had :'lot been molested, 

however, and when my fath(n~ rotu1-ined he harvested tho cropo lie 

lived on thnt the i'ollo·:ting wintor. His bx1othor-in-l:nw, ti. B. 

llend u.nd wife, got ready to cros:l the plains for Utaho They 

succeeded i...'1 getting t",·"10 new vm.gons nnd with what they gnthored 

up made u9 two L1ore wagons ~d left in the sp1,ing 1852 r.d. th nll 

their beiongL:gss.nd nr1·ived 1n Sn.lt Lnko City, Septer:tber 3, 18520 

1Jy ~other a'"l.d her sister co.ch driving n yoke of cows, drawing 

n wagon o.cross tho r.>lnins,. there being four wagons in ou.l" party,. 

the wagons wm~e loaded so heavy that my 1;:othe1, was compollcd to 

wµlk the entil'Je distance. V;11en they reached Salt Lake City. they 

were counseled to go to Provo the help settle that sectio~!. the 

su.':le ns ny grandfather Joh.vi Loveless was counseled to do on9._ yenr 

earlioro .lLftm sr1,i ving in P1,ovo James Y!. Loveless a.nd. his 

£n."nily took up lnnd und sturted farrJinrr ns a· means of' n liveli

hood. As soon as they could thoy built thctn a little hori10 o.nd 

.started· for thoir first ti;nc to have peuce and happiness# such 

as they had no1; enjoyed before. As the Saints and settlo1~s 

besan to enjoy thr:ir freedon in this section the;/ begrm to have 

considcrublo trouble around their dif~ercnt settle~ent~ £rn~ the 

Indians, \i.~ich go.ve then quite n bit of trouble al .. 10st contiwus. 

T"neywerc :forced to be on the lookout for tho Indiuns nll the ·two 

and bu:lt forts so they could protect thecselves. 

My £a.ther James \YI. Lovclc~s tool-t ~a cti ve part in the· 

:·ralker and Bl.uckrur:ik i:·;a.ru, he \1as a member of the terr·1torial 

rdlitiu in v:hich he hold the rank of major. Ile wns also, a o~mbor 

of the Black llawk War Veterans Associntio~. During the ti!ae 

ho wus nssisting his people" in guarding themselves ncainst the 

Indiunn, lie w1s also doing ~1i3 part· L"'l cur1·yJ. .:~ out public affairs. 

Al thou.gl'l he m.:~~ a. succcsof:1l fu2i~.1cr ~ he bcc~1;:jQ a prominent nan in 

public life. He was l'oml uupcrviuor ror ~ ~eut nUIJbor 01 .. yea1a. 

ilis a~~13 tnnts were Cb1rloo :~1llor un.d Abr!.1h:.i::~ o. Conover. Ue 
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occu p ied D. .:~cat in the City Cou.nc i l for a nu.i:io e r of y eE..!'S . Ile 
. ,·/ 

\"/.:J. S or:_o_ .?~ : the Courici l mon d ur l.•-c., v!l.C . years of' 1rtG4 n nd 18 ·.)5 under 
. ' . 

~'/ i 11 i ; , ,..... ~ . , . . 
- :-.:·· _· .11illc ·:· as :.:aye r . I n t he y eurs 1866 an d 1867 he n as 

.. one of ... ~·_,1,.,, ld d '"'ill1 }' i' 1 q ,... r v " a ermcn un er 1 ~ • _ --~.m 1. t .L..i,.c r as ........ yo • He .. ,,-as a lso 
" f I 

one· . ?.~.'/ the connc:llor s clul':l n~3 tho yours lW/'-1:.- 74-75-77..-r/8- 79-80-
. ~ 

a11d · · ; , _1~81 unde r Abraham O. Snoot \·;ho wa s then !f.ayor. As soon as 
.... .; .. .... · 

.-···--- ·· ··-- ··· . --f:.~;,:c !'.Cached· Provo he made his hN.'lC in the Second 1:rurq and b ecome 
...... .. ( ,. ; ' # • ' •• ~ 
.$' , _ . • ' . 

i'::. ·.! ;. :iS::c.i o i c a ted with the ma nab:ne n t of the \.'ard in the year 18 59. He uas 

'\ - ./ / .. /.'·~,,. 0 :1.C o f thb· c otm c e lors to the Bishop f r o;11 18 59 to 1871. He was 
./. -:._.~ I 

/ 

\ , .. ·.· .. 
1
, ;:.>"; ordnincd as the bishop of' t hat ..!v:ard in the year 1874. -wt1ich 

position he h 0 l d until h i s dea t h i n t hc year 1888. 
:' \ f 

.~. 

1iy f o t1'.C:!."' b e lieved firr-" lY in the doc:Crines and teachings 

o f his cl!urch , especially the d_octr ine oi' poly,:-;ai::y, and i n 

accord.'.lnce •:!ith. th~: t i.Jclic f mar:"icd thr .:,e wo1aen o. nd reared a 

·rani ly of th:!.::>ty- six cn ildren, m.any of who~:-i U!.'e wt;;ll o.nd f a vorably 

known in Ut~h County. 
. .. 

Tro:1ble again in the · for .. : of the Ed.1'lunc'.s Tuckc:.'s Law 

, 
c amf: on the 

f . ... 
~aints, and :::J 1'uh1er '•:JD.s .a:r-r0steci on a · Utah Ce;itral 

Railroad t r a 5 . .n,, chnrged with m:l·.w.ful col:.[1.b ~>.tion. . On Th ursday 
.•. 

. t he 8 th o f July 1886, was found guilty by a juPy on Sept or:1ber 

On October the 21st 1886 was sentenced to six months 

imprison:!:'.ent in the State Peni tentin1~y a nd a fine of three hundred 

dolla r s a nd costs, wi1ich anounted to nearly six hundred dollars 

fine . 1.iy father at that time to raise this o.mount 11 ,1.d to sell 

his ten acre farm in the Ft. Fie ld and u team of mules . 

"t~y father was a very proud man and to be clos<-' ly confined 
.4~ 

in the State Penitentiary and to be compell ed to wear the stripes 
I 

a nd t ruce o:ff his o~•m under':1ea r nnd wear what t!\ey substituted 

se e1"!ed t o worr'Y h i o terribly, he fel l away rapi dly and when he 

was relea sed on Sund~,y the 20th of March 1887 he was by no means 

the heal tily lookinr_; man i1e rras ·.·:hen he entered. He seet!ed to 

f'ail fro::i t hen on and i n less t han a year he was stricken · .. dth a 

stroke a nd died. May 7 , 1888, a t t ho age of sixty y ear s . 

( Give n b y !)e se::;:>e t Lovele ss G:::-8.y . Daur)1ter of Ja::1e s 

7!. Lovcle~s and ~~atilda ::cclc llnn Loveles s) 
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